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Dear Parents, Carers and Colleagues 

Doddiscombsleigh Primary School’s governing board are proposing to change the school’s legal 

school category from community to foundation and at the same time acquire a Trust known as 

United Schools’ Learning Partnership (USLP).   

As you are aware, Doddiscombsleigh Primary School is in a Management Partnership with the 

United Schools Federation and this current arrangement will continue.  This has enabled the school 

to secure the support and leadership of an experienced Executive Headteacher and a seconded 

Head of School.  Through this partnership, the school has been supported by staff across the 

federation resulting in continuous improvement, additional resources, an exciting extra-curricular 

programme, wider opportunities for children and a reduction in administration. Becoming a 

foundation school and a member of the United Schools Learning Partnership (USLP) would enable 

us to work with a greater number of schools within a long-term formal partnership. 

As a small school, working within the USLP will help support our aim of securing sustainable school 

improvement and provide the opportunity to work with another six primary schools, some of which are 

similar to us, and some who are very different in terms of size and capacity. This helps to support us in an 

environment of increasing financial restrictions that are being placed on schools. 

The Doddiscombsleigh governing board is formally entering a consultation process today as well as a 

statutory notice period between Friday 18 May and Friday 22 June 2018.   

Enclosed is an information leaflet which sets out briefly the implications of the proposed change of 

category and the joining of a local mutual co-operative school trust, as well as the reasons why the 

Doddiscombsleigh governing board are proposing such a change.  The leaflet seeks to answer some 

of the more common questions raised. 

We would like to invite you to attend any of the appropriate consultation meetings at 

Doddiscombsleigh Primary School on Thursday 24 May 2018: 

1.30pm meeting with trade union and professional association representatives 

2.30pm meeting with parents/carers 

4.00pm meeting with school staff 

6.30pm meeting with members of the public including parents and carers 

  

Details of the proposals and frequently asked questions and answers are available in Booklets 1 and 

2.  Both can be found on the following websites:   

www.doddi.devon.sch.uk  

www.unitedschoolsfed.co.uk 

www.devonmoorsfederation.devon.sch.uk  

 
 

http://www.doddi.devon.sch.uk/
http://www.unitedschoolsfed.co.uk/
http://www.devonmoorsfederation.devon.sch.uk/


 

If you would like to obtain a paper copy of these documents, please contact the school office. 

 

Please read the information we have provided and ask questions you feel are important.  We are 

looking to consult with all stakeholders before making a final decision.  We hope you will contribute 

your views, which you may do until noon on Friday 22 June 2018 – please use the enclosed 

consultation questionnaire and return it to the school office. 

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact us in the normal manner. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Simon Gray      

Chair of Governors         

Doddiscombsleigh Governing Board  

 

 

 


